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 What makes a good photo good?



 Strong composition is what makes the 
difference between a good and bad photo

 One definition for photographic composition is 
simple: 

 the pleasing selection and arrangement of subjects 
within the picture area. 



 With composition, there actually are no rules, 
just guidelines

 The main guidelines:
 Simplicity

 The Rule of Thirds

 Lines

 Balance

 Framing

 Mergers



 The first and perhaps the most important 
guideline is simplicity. 

 Look for ways to give the center of interest in 
your pictures the most visual attention. 

 One way is to select uncomplicated 
backgrounds that will not steal attention from 
your subjects. 



 Let's see how we can improve this photo by 
looking for visual simplicity.
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 Using the idea page in your Engineering Journals, begin to think 
about a story narratives with a partner. Identify characters, 
setting, and conflict. 

 Based on your ideation work, have create a few sketches to 
represent your actual images.

 Take at least 10-20 photographs. From these, select the three that 
best tell the story using photographic composition guidelines.

 These three photos may then be edited.

 The final project will include a narrative to accompany your 2-3 
photos telling the story of the photo. 


